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Preface

This is the second of two volumes that presents part of the outcome 9th World

Conference on Pluricentric Languages that took place from August 26-28 2021. The

volume contains eight contributions. Seven of them were presented at the confer-

ence. A further paper was included for topicality reasons. The conference was or-

ganised by the “Working Group on Non-Dominant Varieties of Pluricentric Lan-

guages (WGNDV), this time hosted by the Austrian German Research Centre in Graz.

Due to the pandemic and ensuing complications for travelling, the conference was

held online via ZOOM much to the satisfaction of all participants.

The conference had three focal points: (1) Pluricentric languages in the

Americas; (2) The localisation of global audiovisual and print media in pluricentric

language areas; (3) General section - Pluricentric languages worldwide. The papers

of this volume refer to the topics and (3) while the papers of theme (1) are pub-

lished in volume (1). A separate volume concerning topic (2) is planned to be published

at the end of 2022.

The articles of this volume deal with theoretical and educational matters.

Section (1) of the book contains four (five) papers that deal with different aspects of

the theory of pluricentricity. In the first two papers, Rudolf Muhr reports his ex-

periences with reviewers/editors that strongly adhered to the “pluriareality con-

cept” that . The result was an enormous number of comments and radical requests

for changes in the text that would have turned its overall (pluricentric) message

into the opposite. This was perceived by the author as destructive reviewing, which

is shown in detail in the paper. It raises many linguistic and ethical questions. The

original paper where the comments had been inserted is included as an appendix to

allow the cross checking of the text. Gerhard Edelmann deals with the language

situation in the Republic of Moldova and tries to answer the question whether the

language of the country is a language of its own or a national variety of Romanian.

The question is of high relevance. It has been and still is discussed ever since the

independence of the country in 1991. Olga Goritskaya and Alexandra Chudar report

of language changes that arrived in the course of the popular uprising in Belarus as

a reaction to the presidential elections in 2020 that was generally considered to be

rigged.

Aditi Ghosh and Rajeshwari Datta report about an even much more complex

language situation – the one of India with 121 recognised and - according to some

sources - an overall 780 languages being used. To complicate matters the authors

show that according to the Indian constitution there are 22 “scheduled languages”



with many so called “mother tongues” that are also languages in their own right

but for language political reasons subsumed under a roof language like Hindi or

Odia. The authors call these “subsumed” languages as non-dominant as their status

is often unclear and disadvantaged by monolingual ideologies that prevail in the

Indian states (one state-one language) which often forces speakers of non-dominant

languages to adopt the dominant language.

The second section of the volume deals with pluricentric languages in educational

contexts. Máté Huber reports on a large-scale research about whether and how the

pluricentricity of English and German is taken into account by both the text books

and the teaching practice of the teachers. He finds that teachers of English were

found to be significantly more open than German teachers, but still lagging behind

their students in this regard. Fabienne Korb presents the current state of research

of pluricentricity in language education in Germany, followed by an analysis of ex-

emplary textbooks for teaching and learning English, French and Spanish as foreign

languages. The analysis reveals what language varieties students include in their

digital language portraits, how they illustrate them and the importance they have

for them and allows for recommendations in the creation of teaching materials.

Kelen Fonyuy shows the interference from various spoken and written varieties of

Cameroon English in the texts university students produce in academic writing. The

author concludes that such a pluricentric situation requires an inclusive lan-

guage-aware approach for teaching-learning; a stretchy model that incorporates

discernment into diversity.

The last section of the volume provides further information on the pluricentric-

ity of Hungarian. István Csernicskó, Anita Márku, and Réka Máté report on the

„Termini Network“ which collects and analyses the specific vocabulary elements

of spoken and written varieties of Hungarian outside the borders of Hungary.

The results are presented in the „Online Dictionary of Pluricentric Hungarian“.

The editors would like to thank the authors for their contributions and we

would also like thank those colleagues who – in addition to the editors – acted as

reviewers. Our sincere thanks also go to Dawn Marley and the student proof readers

at the University of Surrey who corrected all contributions. The Government of the

federal state of Styria is thanked for its financial support of the publication.
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Graz, Vienna, Kolkata, and Stockholm in June 2022


